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B Design M vin charmaine chan

20th century boy

Amsterdam was to provide the
period furniture one design

buff was looking for for his 700
sq ft Discovery Bay apartment.
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When Pamela and William Leung decided to renovate their 700 sq it Discovery Bay
flat last year, they didn’t just visit the local paint and hardware stores - they took a
sourcing holiday to Amsterdam, in the Netherlands, where they scoured the city for
mid-century furniture.

“William is a big design buff - he reads all of the magazines and he knew exactly
what he wanted in the renovation and its furnishings,” says Pamela.

The result is a contemporary take on mid-century modern with creative design
solutions built in.

With the help of George Lam, a design consultant at Bugs, the first issues they tackled
were an awkward layout and lack of natural light. Standing in their way was a structural
wall that could not be knocked down. Solutions had to be found to open up the flat.

Lam demolished the walls dividing the once-poky second bedroom and storage room,
transforming the area into an open-plan kitchen and laundry. A wall was added between
the kitchen and dining and living areas to enhance the flow.

"I must admit we were hesitant about adding this particular wall but it’s really improved
the layout so that it doesn’t feel so chopped up anymore,” says Pamela.

The Leungs were also cautious about building shelves and drawers along the living
room wall - they thought it may make the space look smaller. But they took Lam’s advice

and the storage has now become a focal point of the living room, with semi-opaque-glass
doors that slide closed and lift-up doors coated in blackboard paint.

"It's all about functionality,” Lam says. "You need to have somewhere you can hide
your things.”

To brighten the flat, Lam added louvres between the kitchen and dining area, and a
slass panel in the bedroom that lets light into the hallway. The kitchen’s glossy white
supboards were designed to reflect light and custom made to reach the three-metre-
sgh ceiling, thereby making the most of the space. This approach was also used in the
sedroom, where the wardrobe reaches the ceiling.

In the kitchen, Lam enclosed the refrigerator to keep the lines clean and uncluttered.
Sere, the textured surface of the countertop is crafted from reconstituted stone, which
*a=< been waterproofed.

The windowless bathroom is surprisingly bright. This is thanks to the use of white-
slass mosaic tiles, a stainless-steel bench, mirrors and a large walk-in shower, which
Ssatures recessed drainage. The flooring also helps to open the room up: three large
seces of grey granite, which were difficult to install because of their size, streamline
e look.

“We like using materials that change as people use them - when they live in the »

1 The vintage deck was bought for HK$6,000 from Mooshop
(25 Haven Street, Causeway Bay, tek: 2882 1384) and the black
chair cost HK$700 from Chen Mi Ji Cultural Production {4 Sun
Street, Wan Chai, tel: 2549 8800). The Mack Bauhaus lamp
cost £I75 (HKSLTS0) from Neef Lowis (Papaerwes 46,
Amsterdam, the Metherlands, tel: 31 20 486 93548 )

2 George Lam of Bugs (4/F. Asian House, 1 Hennessy Road,
Wan Chai, tel: 2866 0279; www.bugs.com.hk) designed the
glass bi-fold doors to slide across and conceal the built-in
storage, made for HES3E8 850 by contracior New Fortune
Decoration (12/F, Kin Fat Industrial Centre, 13 Kin Fat Street,
Tuen Muon, tel: 9340 6696). The vintage chair cost HEKSS, 250
from Mooishop. The green tin bax was onoe used by the
Chinese army to house medical supplies and was bought
from a Beijing fhea market for about 400 yuan. The lamp
was bought years ago from Ikea. The wood Noor used
throughout the flat cost HES40,000 from New Fortune.
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space the characteristics of the materials are drawn out to
make them more tactile and they will look better after they
have been used,” says Lam.

He also likes to repurpose materials - aluminium sheet-
ing of the type usually found in old-style lifts was used on
the ceiling to add texture and visual interest.

This love of texture is evident in the solid-teak flooring
installed with Mary, a Siberian Husky in mind. The Leungs
were looking for something durable yet not cold and hard
bke tiles. Tactile and warm underfoot, the oil-based wood
is able to withstand the expansion and contraction that
comes with Hong Kong's humidity.

The Leungs’ furniture took about three months to arrive
because they had shipped it using some of William's
business connections.

"It took time but it was worth waiting for and the shipping
didn’t cost much - less than HK$5,000,” Pamela says. "We
have renovated two other times but, this time, we wanted
maore design elements so it was definitely worth the cost
to avoid the stress and achieve exactly what we wanted.”

3 New Fortune constructed the kitchen for HE$43,150. The
Whirlpool oven cost about HESZ.000.

4 The green fibreglass chairs, based on the Eames shell, were
bought anline for HKS4,330 sach (plus HK$550 each for delivery)
from American company Modernica (www.modernicanet). The
biack Frizo Kramer desk chair (€175) and wooden chair (£150)
were from Neef Louis. The Eames dining table (HK$6,985) and
the green vase (HK3580) came from Flea + Cents (I/F, 36 Queen's
Road East, Wan Chai, tel: 2528 0808). The light over the dining
table cost HE$3,510 from Artemide (1/F, Ruttonjee Centre, 11
Duddell Street, Central, tel: 2523 0333) and the biue-and-white
table lamp (HKS580) was from a store in Macaw

E The bookshelves in the dining room were designed by Lam and
bult by New Fortune for HKSL6,500,

& The bed cost HESS,538 from Muji (3/F, Lee Theatre Plaza, 99
Percival Street, Causeway Bay, tel: 2808 0622). The lights were
howght at lkea for HES400 sach,

7 New Fortune fitted the bathroom with tiles, granite slabs and
an alummium ceiling for HKS20,000., The Toto bath tap and the
Duravit sink and todlet were sourced through the contractar,

B The Eames phywood chair (HES6,985) in the lving room came
from Flea + Cents, The floor lamp (€75) was from Neaf Louis. The
blue bowls in the hay window cost €10 each from an Amsterdam
store. The steel bar stool (HKSL500) was from Mooishop and the
couch (HKS3.780) from Ikea. The television console was designed
by Lam and budlt by New Fortune for HKS6,000.

Space mission To save space, most of the doors

in the flat have been installed in non-traditional
ways. The bathroom door was designed to slide
back and forth along the hallway. When open, it
comes to rest just outside the kitchen and can

be used as a blackboard. In the bedroom, George
Lam knecked out the upper part of the frame and
installed a floor-to-ceiling door on hinges designed
s0 it can pivot around the corner of the room and,
when open, lie flush against the perpendicular
wall, making it virtually disappear.
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