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DESIGN
The Secret Chair Project @ Very Hong Kong

From left The Secret Chair Project is an initiative by Pers,oecﬁve that embraces the local design scene ® The exhibition featured an open setting which eﬁgaged
the public to interact with the chairs e Visitors were encouraged to experience the home-grown designer chairs

SEAT OF POWER #EmhE

Text #3: Adrian Ho Photography ##: Dicky Liu

The success of Perspective’s Secret Chair Project, showcased last December at

Very Hong Kong — the city’s first independent annual creative programme —
was a resounding vote of confidence for our efforts to promote and encourage
upcoming leaders in art and design

ERFA—H » (iZid) B " Secret Charr Project ; 1A BRI LB X ALFEIGE) " FEHE Btk s AAZEG -
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In early 2013, Perspective tapped into a powerful wave sentiment of
celebrating Hong Kong's culture and heritage by launching the Secret
Chair Project, an initiative which embraces the local design scene,
inviting local designers to repurpose, revamp or completely restyle
Hong Kong's simple and iconic folding stool.

Using chopsticks, chalkboard and even cement, each
reinterpretation of the humble furniture item celebrates its
omnipresence in the livelihoods of generations of Hong Kongers, and
sparks dialogue and nostalgic memories at each exhibition. As
participating designers Eric Chow, Pan Tang and Ian Louie from
Outofstock commented, “The idea of revamping this stool proves
once again the endless inspiration that can be found in this city.”

After launching at the Galleria Divani showroom in March last
year, followed by the Retail Asia Expo and Perspective’s Design Friday

{£20135E9) » EBL) 1EUBEBH 1 " Secret Chair Project s » ¥t A i il i B
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#1Galleria Diraniff%ZE « TMFTEBE 20138 (3ER) "Design Friday

(see the August 2013 issue of Perspective), the Secret Chair Project
joined hands with Very Hong Kong last December to showcase 15
home-grown designer chairs in the Starstreet Precinct, Wanchai,
sparking a collaborative rediscovery of the urban streetscape.

Setting out to promote culture, heritage and design in the
public realm, Very Hong Kong transformed the Starstreet Precinct
into a joyful, energetic mix of live events and exhibitions. In this
engaging environment, the Secret Chair Project designer stools
once again inspired passers-by with their creativity and introduced
the fascinating stories behind the local designs. As Groundwork's
Cam Wong and Manfred Yuen, creator of Soundscape On A Chair,
muses, “Day-by-day, the chairs have quietly observed the bustling
neighbourhood, soaking in street gossip and chatter between
office ladies.”
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- Title {Efi###: Stand by Me!
 Designer #iiffifi: Kenneth Lee
- Studio ¥t 322C°
“As a Hong Konger brought up in public

~ folding stools have generally been stored
- behind doors — and it is precisely this
~ close relationship between folded stools
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 Title fFfi#H: The Miniature

Designer it fili: Enoch Hui

Studio #%it=: Atelier E

“For over two decades, the Vitra Design Museum has been making miniature replicas of
milestones in furniture design from its collection. Exactly one-sixth of the size of the
historical originals, the chairs are all true to scale and precisely replicate the smallest
details of construction, material and colour. This has made the miniatures into popular

collector’s items.

“If Hong Kong was invited to manufacture a representative miniature, this iconic
stool is undoubtedly the best choice. The stools are 3D printed, with final touch-up by
hand. This is a great accessory for those who are interested in collecting action figures like

N Brtice l'ees
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housing estates, it is worth noting that

and doors that has inspired our creation.

“On rainy days, we enter the door to
contentedly place our dripping umbrellas
on umbrella stands. But on sunny days, that
same stand occupies far too much space, so
this fﬂldmg umbrella stand is born.”
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1. A Moveable Feast

Designers #ilfili: Kay Chan, Catherine
Suen and Match Chen

Studio #&i+: Kacama

“"We decided to reform the stool into

a moveable table without sacrificing its
original elements.”

" BREICEIEEN RO B

B ARBEREETNITE ° |

3. The Seat of Power

Designers #itfili: Alexis Holm and
David Ericsson

Studio #it4: Squarestreet

“It is an attempt to tell the truth —
which, as we all know, can often be
unsettling and uncomfortable.”
BMES HREEER  MAKEANE -

EIERS ABIAR -

2. Single-Use Stool < = [Q%H&Lcjémn a Chair
Designer iZitfii: Craig Miller (archi'téft]i | ®Designers ikii: Cam We ng and
‘In seeking to re-imagine the stool) | ' i Manfred Yuen D
realised that the seat frame of the'stool is Studio #it4: Groundwork (JTEr)
exactly the same dimension asa % . "IDay-by-day; the chair has g f__et]y soaked in
disposable chopstick.” | street gossipjand-chatter between office ladies
"EENBRERRN  ARRBENSREA | and demanding lovers. !
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5. Space Saver

Designer i&itfili: Denny Tse

Studio #it4: Bugs Design Studio

“In revamping this stool, I started by
studying the ergonomic design of this
commonly-used object.”

RSB RS  BEAMEY A AR
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6. Clear Transformation
Designer #itfii: Jason Hung
Studio #if#: The Dot

"My inspiration came from mahjong players? —
these folding stools always come in handy as
a side-table for them.”
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7. Sum of Its Parts

Designer #ithi: Alan Lee (designer)
“What I wanted to achieve was to change

the form of one object into another while
retaining its foldable feature.”
"HAEZENETHEZE  FRAREERH

PR TNEE ° |

8. Foldable Candelabra
Designer #ithii: Xavier Tsang
Studio #it4: BeCandle
“This transformation is a powerful statement
of combining something grassroots with
something that symbolises luxury and
status.”
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9. Single-headed Meteor Hammer
Designer {it#i: Man Chan (artist)

“Local people often jokingly call this folding

stool ‘the strongest weapon’, so I decided to

turn it into a single-headed meteor hammer.”
"EBARHEEEEES "HiEE, °

Al » FHIREICERAEDEIRRER © |

10. Vinyl Record Case

Designers itfii: Philip Lau and Baldwin Pui

Studio #if=: Fungus Workshop

“Offering storage for anything, the circular

leather ‘bag’ transforms the humble folding

stool into something classy and upmarket.”

' REENTER E NN B EARE  MREIER
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#11. Ribbon Twist

Designer #%ifai: Lai Wing Man (lifestylist)
“My-intent of ypdating this iconic folding
stool was to give it a neéw look without

depriving it QFits identity.”
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12. Advertising Chalkboard

Designers #itfii: Eric Chow, Pan Tang
and lan Louie

Studio #i4: Outofstock

“We updated the seat with"a stronger, 4
more comfortablesupport and usgdas
chalkboard for I’.-h@ﬂlsssﬂl surface so ﬂwrr
you can writethings on it.”
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13. More Than Meets the Eye
Designers #ithi: Alex Siuland Wilson |ee
Studio #it4: Wall Design{Studio 74
“Creating more than one filliction aid
exploring different matﬁrials‘iﬁiw_e;p;'-ihe 1
goals in revamping this stuc:-l:.;"f-_’i?fﬁ 8 i
"ERMNEREEN  APSERTESE
INEE - ARFEEARNE - . @ A ‘

":]T .,‘_
rr: e
A -_..,i - -
fu il —
ey :

| B | ag. , ok




